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 Kenosha County Genealog y  Society  

September begins another year for 

the Kenosha County Genealogy Socie-

ty and a whole new experience for me. 

I’m hopeful, excited, and nervous.  

This is something I’ve never undertak-

en before so we are in all for a roller 

coaster ride for the first few months. 

August 31 to September 3, Judy Uel-

men and I will be attending the Feder-

ation of Genealogical Societies Confer-

ence in Springfield, IL.  Wednesday’s 

Focus on Societies program is to pro-

vide leadership with meaningful social 

management presentations designed 

to help societies support their mem-

bership to grow and prosper.  I’m hop-

ing to network and collaborate with 

other attendees to learn to be an ef-

fective leader and to gather some new 

ideas to help our society grow.    

KCGS (and other genealogy organiza-

tions) are volunteer-run membership 

organizations. They rely on the hard 

work of volunteers. So, in essence, 

“they” are us. 

When a genealogist says, “XYZ County 

Genealogical Society doesn’t provide 

any essential services or products to 

me, so I didn’t renew,” there is a dis-

tinct, discernible belief that “the Soci-

ety” must be a provider to its mem-

bers.  The reverse is closer to the 

truth. 

There is no “Society” without the work 

of its members. What societies do pro-

vide to their members rests solely on 

the backs of other members who are 

willing to volunteer their time, energy, 

and hard work to making the society 

better. There can be no “take” with-

out someone “giving.” 

Time is limited, and not everyone 

has free hours to contribute. But the 

dues that members pay help to keep 

the electricity on, or purchase new 

books, or pay for a speaker to pre-

sent.   By maintaining your member-

ship, you are contributing. And if you 

suddenly find yourself with a free 

weekend, maybe you can spend 

some time organizing or indexing, or 

writing an article for the newsletter, 

scanning obituaries, indexing tomb-

stone pictures or baking cookies for 

the next meeting, or filling some oth-

er need.  Genealogy organizations 

exist through the efforts of volun-

teers. Members can either complain 

about the problems, or work to 

change them. 

KCGS has a myriad of needs and 

positions to fill to keep our Society 

vibrant and alive with possibilities.  

Won’t you consider becoming a ac-

tive member?   
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Building a Society: Volunteers Needed 
Kathy Nuernberg 
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MEETING TIME / PLACE 

• 2nd Monday of the month 

Gateway Technical College 
3320-30th Avenue 
Kenosha, WI 53140 
6:00pm Social 
6:30pm Meeting/Program 
(NO meetings July & August) 

• Our meeting will take place in the 

Madrigrano Auditorium .  The Audi-
torium building is to the North and 
back of the Main GTC Building. 

• Check our Website Calendar for 

the most up-to-date location at 
www.kengensoc.com 
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American Quiz 

What historical figure is considered 

the richest American to have ever 

lived when inflation is taken into 

account? 

 Andrew Carnegie 

 John D Rockefeller 

 Carlos Slim 

 Bill Gates    (Answer on page 5) 
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COMING SEPTEMBER 17: Tri-County Family History Genealogy Fair ! 

Meet Your Board Members:  Brenda Lambert-Miller, Secretary 

When I was in high school, I was not interested in Geography, US & WI history.  Now 

after many years . . .I just love it, including Kenosha history. 
 

My maternal grandmother, and my Dad’s cousin’s wife, and now I are really good at 

remembering dates of births, marriages, and deaths.  I am very detailed oriented. 
 

In 2005, I started with Family Tree Maker and I have been working on genealogy ever 

since!!  I have the Kennedy’s, Barrymore’s, Obama’s , Susan Sarandon’s family and 

Howens to name a few in my tree. 
 

I love watching shows on TV — “How the States Got Their Shapes”, “Who Do You Think You are?”, and “Find My 

Family”. I like watching “Little House on the Prairie”, and have researched the Ingalls and Wilder families.  In 

December every year I love watching all the Christmas shows. 
 

Over the years, I have had a few memberships to Ancestry.com (US only) and the World.  My interests include 

genealogy, photography, gardening, cemetery walking, and helping my family at flea markets selling for almost 

50 years!! 

REGISTRATION: 

 If you want to purchase a lunch, last day to regis-

ter is September 12. 

 Lunch $10.00 

 Pay with credit card or PayPal 

 

 Registration available at www.kengensoc.com 

 Select 2016 Genealogy Fair 

 Click on Registration 

 Before clicking “Register” be sure you en-

tered “1” in quantity. 

 

DONATIONS Needed: 

 Please bring to September meeting: 

 Case of soda, any flavor, or 

 Case of water, 16oz bottles  

VOLUNTEERS: 

Many volunteers still needed for this event . . . 

 Sign up at the September meeting for where 

you would like to serve: 

 1-on-1 Genealogy Counselor — helping 

guests with research 

 Coffee Table - serving guests 

 Soda/Water Table—serving guests 

 Door Prize Table—assisting ticket hold-

ers, handing out prizes 

 Raffle Table — assisting ticket holders, 

handing out prizes 

Our September meeting will be the be-

ginning of a new fiscal year for us which 

means Membership Renewals are due.  

Membership forms will be available for 

you to complete at our first meeting.  

Unlike so many other things in our daily lives, our 

dues have not increased.   

October 31 is the deadline to renew.   

THANK YOU to those on the Planning Committee 

who have worked tirelessly to make this Genealogy 

Fair a success: 

 

 Darlene Chiappetta 

 Suzanne Dibble 

 Paula Frye 

 Mike & Martha Hay 

 Dawn Jurgens 

 Shirley Klamm 

 Frank Klein 

 Brenda Lambert-Miller 

 Judy Reynolds 

 Claudia Schiller 

 Oren Simpson 

 Patrick Stulgen 

 Judy Uelmen 
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Upcoming Events 

 Thursday, September 1, 2016, 6 - 7:30pm 

Black Point Estate & Gardens  

812 Wrigley Drive (Boat Dock)  

Lake Geneva, WI 53147  

Topic: Legends & Landmarks: Lake Geneva Walking 

Tour  — Explore the downtown area of Lake Geneva 

as well as the historic Maple Park neighborhoods. 

On the tour, you will learn which buildings were de-

signed by famous architects (including Daniel Burn-

ham, Frank Lloyd Wright and William Le Baron Jen-

ny), which have a colorful past and which significant 

structures were lost to neglect or the wrecking ball. 

 For more information please visit Black Point Es-

tate at www.blackpointestate.org  or call 262-248-

1888. 

 

 Saturday, September 17, 2016, 9am - 4pm 

Memorial Library, Room 126  

728 State Street 

Madison, WI 53706 

Topic:  DNA and Genealogy -- DNA testing is the 

most popular new strategy in genealogical re-

search. There is a lot to understand and this all day 

workshop will provide the guidance needed. The top 

DNA testing sites will be discussed as well as addi-

tional sites that help you get more out of the results 

that are provided on sites like 23 and Me, Ancestry, 

and Family Tree DNA.  Our main speaker will be 

Mary Eberle, JD, from DNA Hunters, LLC. 

Phone:  608-264-6519 

Email:  Lori.Bessler@wisconsinhistory.org 

 

 Tuesday, September 13, 8:00pm — YOUR Computer 

Webinar: “Butcher, Baker, Candlestick Maker: Us-

ing Occupational Records” 

Presenter: Amy Johnson Crow, CG 

Topic: Our ancestors’ occupations are a way of 

identifying them. Exploring records created about 

occupation and employment can yield specific infor-

mation about the ancestor, help place the ancestor 

in historical and social context, and spark ideas for 

further research. 

Registration: 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/52221

29746649412097 

 Saturday, September 17, 8:30am to 3:30pm 

Gateway Technical College 

3320—30th Avenue, Madrigrano Auditorium 

Kenosha, WI 

Topic: Tri-County Genealogy and Family History Fair 

 

Surname Project 
To keep the KCGS Surname list current 
and up to date, please remember to 
submit any additional surnames to Kathy 
Nuernberg at the KCGS monthly 
meetings or via email at:  
president@kengensoc.com 
 

Be sure to check out the surname list on 
our website at www.kengensoc.com. 
 
 

Spotlight Surnames being 
researched: 
 
Biddy Madson 

Carr Oteman 

Dorey Pavn 

Etter Rippetoe 

Fuller Sanders 
Goulden Steenberg 

Hollenbeck Strand 

Keller Trail 

Kohnke Tunney 

Lambert-Miller Vernizzi 

Sunshine’s Corner by Claudia 

SPREADING SUNSHINE TO MEMBERS: 

 

Joyce March, a previous president, had surgery for a 

brain tumor 6 years ago.  It did not go well for her as 

she had a stroke.  Her brother, Larry, visits her often, 

as does her sister, Rita. Joyce has good memory, 

talks and is still interested in genealogy.  She would 

like to hear from us.  Larry reads letters to her, as 

well as our newsletter.  You can write to Joyce at: 

St. Frances Terrace 

Attn:  Joyce March, Room 212 

3200 South 20th Street 

Milwaukee, WI 53215-4442 

http://blackpointestate.wisconsinhistory.org/
http://www.blackpointestate.org/
https://www.library.wisc.edu/memorial/
mailto:Lori.Bessler@wisconsinhistory.org
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5222129746649412097
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5222129746649412097
mailto:Dawn-twinbluestar49@yahoo.com
http://www.kengensoc.com/
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Each project has skills of learning and doing. You can 

apply these skills in many different ways, for many of 

your ancestors. 

 

Learning and Doing 

To help you with learning and doing your family history, 

each Project has Goals, Choices, Instructions and Re-

sources. 

 

 Goals are activities you can work on, often for an 

extended period of time or for many ancestors. 

 

 Choices are different aspects of a Goal that you can 

choose to try. These are often shown in a suggested 

sequence, but you can determine the order. 

 

 Instructions are the step-by-step processes you fol-

low to complete a Choice. 

 

 Resources are links to helpful articles and videos you 

can use to teach yourself important family history 

concepts and skills. 

 

Helping Children with Family History 

 

Another section worth checking into is the Children’s 

area.  When children have enjoyable experiences in 

family history at an early age, they are more likely to 

continue with it as they grow older, and reap the bene-

fits as the Adults and older youth can guide children to 

success using the Children’s Page in The family History 

Guide.  Know each child’s abilities and limitations as 

you guide them through the activities and learning pro-

cess.  A rich experience awaits them—and you! 

 

While the information in this guide is available through 

its own web site and via links on FamilySearch, anyone 

reading the information should be aware that the site 

is not sponsored or endorsed by FamilySearch or the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  There are 

no fees or subscriptions for using the web site or its 

contents. 

 

The Family History Guide is available to everyone at:  

http://www.thefhguide.com.   

 

In addition, a video explaining much of the use of the 

Family History Guide is available at: http://

www.thefhguide.com/The Family Guide 

 

 

 

 

 

The Family History Guide is a website that represents 

a best-in-class learning environment for family histo-

ry. Its scope is broad, but its focus is narrow enough 

to help you achieve your goals, step by step. Whether 

you're brand new to family history or a seasoned re-

searcher - or somewhere in between - The Family 

History Guide can be your difference maker.  

 

Mission Statement. Our mission is to greatly increase 

the number of people actively involved in family his-

tory worldwide, and to make everyone's family history 

journey easier, more efficient, and more rewarding."  

 

Here are some of the unique features you'll find on 

the site: 

 

 Over 1,200 Goals for learning, supported by 

nearly 2,300 flexible Choices 

 

 Step-by-step instructions to make learning easier 

 

 Links to over 2,400 videos and articles from 

FamilySearch, Ancestry, and more 

 

 Quick-links to search records from multiple 

sources 

 

 Project Tracker sheets and Classroom materials 

for self-study or group instruction 

 

Like any worthwhile pursuit, family history has two 

essential elements: Learning and Doing. The Family 

History Guide helps you do both, to help you gain 

that important sense of connection with your family 

tree. 

 

The Family History Guide suggests 8 Projects: 

 Family Tree 

 Memories 

 Descendancy / Ordinances 

 Discover’ 

 Indexing 

 Help 

 Technology 

 DNA 
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Corresponding Secretary ~~ Mary Ann Cole 

Digital Equipment Operator ~~  

     Jeff Huff and Frank Klein 

Librarian/Historian ~~ Suzanne Dibble 

Newsletter Editor ~~ Kathy Nuernberg 

Publicity ~~ Judy Reynolds 

Sunshine Committee ~~ Claudia Schiller 

Surname Project ~~ Kathy Nuernberg 

Tombstone & Obits ~~ Judy Uelmen 

Webmaster ~~ Jeff Huff 

President ~~ Kathy Nuernberg 

Vice President ~~ Patrick Stulgin 

Treasurer ~~ Frank Klein 

Secretary ~~ Brenda Miller-Lambert 

EL EC TED  OF FI C E R S  APP OI N TED  OFF I C ERS  

CO N TAC T  IN FO RM ATIO N  
Website ~~ www.kengensoc.com 

Kathy Nuernberg (President) ~~ president@kengensoc.com 

 

Disclaimer  While we try to avoid errors, the editor does not assume any liability for any part of any loss or damage caused by errors nor 

omissions, whether such errors or omissions result from negligence, accident or any other cause.  This newsletter is the official publication 

of Kenosha County Genealogy Society (KCGS) and reserves all rights.  No articles herein my be reproduced for profit or commercial gain with-

out the express written consent of KCGS.  Members wishing to submit articles may e-mail them to : wnt2fsh@gmail.com.  Please put 

“Newsletter” in the subject line.  As space permits, articles will be used, but NO copyrighted articles will be used without permission from the 

author or publisher. 

American Quiz ~   Robert D. Rockefeller 

Members interested in submitting articles may e-mail them to secretary@kengensoc.org. The Southport Editor will determine if 

an article will be used in this newsletter. Articles will be used as space permits. NO COPYRIGHTED ARTICLES may be submitted 

without express permission of the author and publisher. Articles should be submitted by the 1st Wednesday of each month to 

be considered for inclusion in that same month. Credit will be given for your article.  

Imagine you’re at a holiday dinner with your extended family.  The subject of your great-grandfather Ed comes 

up, and your uncle blurts out, “Grandpa Ed spent time at Waupun.” “Wait,” you say. “Do you mean the state pris-

on?” Your aunt shuts him up with a dirty look, but now you’re curious.  What was Grandpa Ed doing at Waupun? 

Wisconsin Historical Library-Archives Acquires New Prison Records 

It’s the kind of question we get a lot in 

the Archives Reading Room of the His-

torical Society. The Society serves as the 

State Archives for Wisconsin, so we 

keep historical records of dozens of 

state agencies, including the Depart-

ment of Corrections.  Our Corrections 

records cover the state reformatory in 

Green Bay, the Home for Women at 

Taycheedah, the state prison at Waupun 

and several other facilities. 

The oldest of these institutions is the 

state prison.  From 1851 to 1997, more 

than 65,000 inmates passed through its 

cells.  Our records go all the way back to 

prisoner number one, William Duel, who 

was convicted of “assault with intent to 

rape” in Dodge County on April 1, 1850.  

He was among the first group of men to 

arrive at Waupun when the state prison 

opened in 1851. Duel spent the next six 

years there. Over the next 150 years, 

men—and, until 1921, women—were 

sent to the prison for crimes ranging 

from writing bad checks to murder. 

A typical prisoner record contains basic 

information about an inmate’s criminal 

history. Sometimes we can find a whole 

case file with detailed information about 

an inmate’s family circumstances, life 

history and time in prison. There may 

even be a photograph. This kind of infor-

mation can be a bonanza for a genealo-

gist, even if they feel a little conflicted 

about uncovering a dark chapter in their 

family story. 

Until recently, it was difficult for us to 

help genealogists with our prison rec-

ords. Most of the records are ar-

ranged by inmate number, and almost 

no one comes to us with that infor-

mation in hand. The situation 

changed dramatically for the better 

last fall when the state prison trans-

ferred a massive card index to the 

Society. The index is arranged alpha-

betically by last name and covers eve-

ryone who was at the prison from 

1851 to 1997. That’s more than 

65,000 names! This finally unlocked 

the other records that we’ve held here 

for decades. Now we have a much 

better chance of fleshing out where 

“Grandpa Ed” fits into the family tree, 

even if he was the black sheep. 

Columns Newsletter:  

Vol. 37, No. 2, May-July 2016 
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