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 Kenosha County Genealog y  Society  

Volume 47 Issue 12  

December  1 ,  2018  

MEETING TIME / PLACE 

• 2nd Monday of the month 

Gateway Technical College 
Inspire Center, Room I-131 
3320-30th Avenue 
Kenosha, WI 53140 
(NO MEETINGS JULY & AUGUST) 
 

6:00pm Registration & Social Time 
6:30pm Business Meeting 
7:00pm Program 

• Check our Website Calendar for the 

most up-to-date location at 
www.kengensoc.com 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Christmas Potluck 1 

6 of the Most Shocking DNA 

Test Discoveries—Exposed 
2-3 

300 Years of a New England 

Christmas 
3-5 

Christmas Song Trivia 6 

Surname Project 6 

Officers 6 

Society Abbreviations 6 

SOUTHPORT ECHO 

KENOSHA COUNTY GENEALOGY SOCIETY 

Cordially Invites You to Our 

 

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK  

&  

ROBBER BINGO 
 

Monday December 10, 2018  

6 P.M. - 8:30 P.M. 

Gateway Technical College 

3320 30th Avenue 

Inspire Center, Rm 131 

 

Please remember a $5.00 wrapped gift  

if playing the Robber Bingo Game 
 

If you will be attending & haven’t signed up,  

Contact:  Kathy Nuernberg at  

262-455-5296 or kengensocpresident@mail.com 

To you and your families. 
Wishing you a blessed  

New Year. 
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6 of the Most Shocking DNA Test Discoveries—

Exposed by Kelly Bryant 
 

Thanks to mail-in ancestry DNA services, people 

are discovering all kinds of surprising things—like 

shocking lineages, long-lost siblings, and family 

secrets that have been buried for decades. 

 
Million-Dollar Mystery 

 
Writing into MSN’s The Moneyist column, a man told 

the story that after years of receiving substantial mon-

etary gifts from a wealthy uncle, a 23andMe DNA test 

revealed that he was actually the uncle’s biological 

son. The family secret was confirmed by the man’s 

mother, who had worked as the Chief Financial Officer 

for the company the “uncle” ran. 

 

Switched at Birth 

 
When Alice Collins Plebuch decided to do a DNA test, 

she did it all in good fun. As originally reported 

by the Washington Post, the woman, who identified as 

Irish American, was shocked to find a mix of European 

Jewish, Middle Eastern, and Eastern European genes 

in her results. After family-wide DNA testing, she 

learned that her father was not the biological son of 

her grandparents. After even more digging, Plebuch 

finally got to the bottom of the story: Her father had 

been sent home with the wrong family. A mystery of 

over 100 years had been solved by a mail-in DNA test. 

Oh, Brother 

ABC News Correspondent Whit Johnson participated 

in a DNA test on a whim, though he knew his father 

had been adopted and little was known about his 

biological family. Johnson discovered that he had an 

uncle—his father’s previously unknown biological 

brother. Armed with this man’s contact information, 

Johnson shared the results with his father—and the 

two long-lost brothers were reunited. 

 

Double Trouble 

 
A DNA test revealed that Lydia Fairchild wasn’t the 

mother of the children she had given birth to. Single 

mother Fairchild had two children with another on 

the way when finances got tight, and she decided to 

apply to government assistance. According 

to GlobalGenes.org, Fairchild was asked to take a 

DNA test to confirm the children were hers. The re-

sults suggested she was their aunt. Confused, 

scared, and accused of fraud, Fairchild arranged to 

have a government witness present at the birth of 

her third child, and a DNA test was performed on the 

spot. Again, Fairchild was not a match as the mother 

to the child she had just birthed. Finally, scientists 

figured out that Fairchild was a “chimera”—she had 

absorbed a twin while she was in the womb; it was 

the twin’s DNA that was showing up in the maternity 

tests.  

https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/personalfinance/after-taking-a-dna-test-i-discovered-my-millionaire-uncle-is-actually-my-father/ar-BBNGhU7?li=BBnb7Kz
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2017/lifestyle/she-thought-she-was-irish-until-a-dna-test-opened-a-100-year-old-mystery/?utm_term=.089d1aca195c
https://www.lifedaily.com/story/abc-correspondent-dna-test/
https://globalgenes.org/raredaily/dna-test-proves-chimera-incidence-washington-woman/
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 Doctor Shocker 

Kelli Rowlette knew she wasn’t related to her father—

her parents had used a sperm bank to conceive her. 

However, no one was ready for the results of her DNA 

tests: After consulting with Ancestry.com, Rowlette 

learned that the fertility doctor her parents worked with 

used his own semen to impregnate her mother, accord-

ing to a BBC report. Rowlette has a lawsuit pending 

against the retired doctor for fraud, medical negligence, 

battery, emotional distress, and breach of contract. 

 

Family Friends 

 
At the age of 74, Walter McFarlane decided to take an 

AncestryDNA test to learn more about his biological 

family. He had been raised by his grandmother, but the 

details of his biological family were hazy. McFarlane 

learned that his long-time friend who grew up down the 

street was actually his half-brother, Alan Robinson (who 

had been adopted). CNN reported that Robinson and 

McFarlane shared the news they are brothers at a fami-

ly dinner.  

* * * 

300 Years of a New England Christmas 

The New England Christmas started out as an ordi-

nary work day for Puritans who frowned on the papist 

revelry of their Anglican neighbors. Over the years it 

evolved, with the help of Charles Dickens, into a cele-

bration of charity and goodwill. 

Of course, Anglicans and Catholics did celebrate 

Christmas in New England -- only they had to do it qui-

etly if Puritans were around. 

THE 1ST NEW ENGLAND CHRISTMAS 

In 1604, French Catholics and Huguenots celebrated 

the first New England Christmas ever -- in Maine, with 

no Puritans in sight. 

The previous June they had arrived on St. Croix Island, 

now on the border between New Brunswick and 

Maine. They built a small settlement, and during the 

wintry Christmas that year they attended services in a 

new chapel. Then they gathered inside next to a roar-

ing fire, told stories, joked and reminisced about 

France. They had a feast -- perhaps roast venison or 

rabbit stew. 

They moved the colony to Annapolis Royal, Nova Sco-

tia, because so many of them died during the winter. 

NO NEW ENGLAND CHRISTMAS IN PLIMOTH, 1621 

Gov. William Brad-

ford famously put down the 

Christmas celebration at 

Plimoth Plantation in 1621. 

He called out his non-

Puritan colonists to work, 

but they told him they could-

n't as a matter of con-

science. Bradford let them off the hook, but they had 

the effrontery to play at sports. At noon he found 

them, and tells what happens in his diary: 

...he found them in ye streete at play, 

openly; some pitching ye barr, & some at 

stoole-ball, and shuch like sports. So he 

went to them, and tooke away 

their implements, and tould them that 

was against his conscience, that they 

should play & others worke. If they made 

ye keeping of it mater of devotion, let 

them kepe their houses, but ther should 

be no gameing or revelling in ye streets. 

Since which time nothing hath been 

atempted that way, at least openly. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-43635982
https://www.cnn.com/2017/12/27/health/friends-brothers-dna-discovery-hawaii-trnd/index.html
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/wont-go-get-new-england-colonial-christmas-traditions/
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/the-great-migration-of-picky-puritans-1620-40/
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/charles-dickens-brings-christmas-carol-boston/
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/worried-william-bradford-writes-john-winthrop/
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/worried-william-bradford-writes-john-winthrop/
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/new-england-colonial-christmas.jpg
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 BUSINESS AS USUAL IN MASSACHUSETTS AND CONNECTICUT 

A century later, Salem witch trial judge Samuel Sewall tried to visit an old friend on Christmas. 

Unfortunately, the friend was 'goon to h[eaven].' The old Puritan was no doubt pleased to see 

business as usual in the streets of Boston that day. He wrote in his diary on Tuesday Dec. 25. 

The Shops were open, and Carts came to Town with Wood, Hoop-poles, Hay &c. as at 

other Times; Being a pleasant day, the street was fill'd with Carts and Horses -- visited 

Mr. Cooper, who is much better. 

But even a Puritan like Joshua Hempstead in New London, Conn., couldn't ignore the significance of Christmas. In 

1730 on Christmas Day, a cloudy and windy Friday, Hempstead reported in his diary that he conducted business as 

usual. A 'Capt. Douglass' paid him interest and gave him and other selectmen a supper. Then: 

...a Great Concourse of people at the Church to hear Mr Seabury preach a Christmas Sermon & to See fash-

ions. it being New many went. he hath preachy but 2 Sabath days (Since he Recd orders) here. 

THE PURITAN HOLD LOOSENS 

Forty miles north in Newburyport, Mass., Sarah Smith Emery noted the young people weren't quite as good at fol-

lowing the Puritan strictures on Christmas. The weeks between Thanksgiving and Christmas brought plenty of food, 

a time for feasting and hope before the long, cold winter. It would have been hard for Sarah to ignore the non-

Puritan celebration of Christmas. As an old lady she remembered New England Christmas in the late 18th century: 

Thanksgiving brought a social season. There was much visiting and distribution of good cheer for a week or 

two after that holiday. Towards Christmas the fat hogs were killed, the pork salted, the hams hung in the wide 

chimney to cure, and the sausages made. The women began to comb flax and spin linen thread; the men went 

daily to cut and haul the year's firewood. We were too good Puritans to make much account of Christmas, 

though sometimes the young people at the main road got up a ball on Christmas eve, but at New Year, there 

was a general interchange of good wishes, with gifts and festivity. 

CHRISTMAS IN MAINE, 1791 

On the Maine frontier in 1786, Martha Ballard may not have had much choice but to work on Christmas. On Dec. 

25, 1791, the midwife made famous by historian Laurel Thacher Ulrich had to help her neighbor deliver a child. In 

her diary, she wrote: 

Snowd & was Cold. mrs Lithgow was very unwell all Day. her women were Calld in towards Evng & Shee 

was Safe Delivrd of a fine Son at 10 h Evn, and is Cleverly. mrs Pettee, Stackpool, Thomas & Collar taried 

all night. 

IN 1807, CONGRESS WORKS ON CHRISTMAS! 

Christmas still wasn't much of a holiday after the turn of the century. Congress worked in 

Washington, D.C. , on Dec. 25, 1807. It didn't bother Sen. John Quincy Adams, who came 

from old Puritan stock: 

 25th. Christmas day; but the committee of enquiry met at ten this morning. Mr. 

James Taylor attended, and made his statements in the presence of Mr. Smith, who 

wished until tomorrow morning to put his questions; which was agreed to. The com-

mittee sat until near three o'clock, still discussing the principles of my report. Part of 

what was yesterday struck out was this day reinserted. 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS AT SEA, 1828 

Times were changing, though, and the non-Puritan and the non-pious strove for a festive holiday. Capt. Solomon H. 

Davis, a 24-year-old Gloucester, Mass., sea captain, recorded in his diary in 1828. 

Christmas Day -- merry one. Rainy weather. Mr F--- drinking Merry Christmas and trying to murder the 

time, conversing on various subjects -- very interesting to females, if they could hear it. At meridian, a 

small stir. passed us with American colors flying. Who knows, says I, but that she will have letters for 

me? 

http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/samuel-sewall-takes-blame-shame-salem-witchcraft-trials/
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/joshua-hempstead-gets-hearing-back/
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/sarah-smith-emery-gets-new-teacher-doesnt-like/
https://books.google.com/books?id=RQbHOrNqDhsC&pg=PA5&dq=Reminiscences+of+a+Nonagenarian&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi05eDtvO_JAhWDRSYKHVE-DowQ6AEILDAB#v=onepage&q=christmas&f=false
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/martha-ballard-keeps-medical-records-diary/
http://dohistory.org/diary/1788/12/17881220_txt.html?d=17881225
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/john-quincy-adams-slaverys-enemy-til-end/
http://publicdomainreview.org/collections/diary-days-from-christmas-past/
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Samuel_Sewall1.jpg
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/JOhn-Quincy-Adams.jpg
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A POKY CHRISTMAS, 1869 

Charles Dickens left his stamp on Christmas with his 1867-68 U.S. tour reading A Christmas 

Carol. Another writer, Sarah Orne Jewett, recorded in her diary that Christmas that year didn't 

live up to the ideal holiday as envisioned by her British counterpart: 

Saturday 25. A very poky Christmas. All my presents except a cushion for Carrie 

either came before or are to come after today. & that I dont like. Read and was at 

Grandma's in the afternoon & also in the evening. Walked with Sara[h] Lord most all 

the evening. 

A CHARITABLE CHRISTMAS, 1875 

Louisa May Alcott embraced the Dickensian notion of Christmas as a time of charity 

and gift giving by spending Christmas in 1875 visiting the poor and sick in New York 

City with Quaker activist Abby Hopper Gibbons. In a letter to her family in Concord, 

Mass., she wrote: 

Dear Family,– ...we drove to the hospital, and there the heart-ache began, for me at 

least, so sad it was to see these poor babies, born of want and sin, suffering every sort 

of deformity, disease, and pain. Cripples half blind, scarred with scrofula, burns, and 

abuse,–it was simply awful and indescribable! 

...One poor mite, so eaten up with sores that its whole face was painted with some white salve,–its head 

covered with an oilskin cap; one eye gone, and the other half filmed over; hands bandaged, and ears 

bleeding,–could only moan and move its feet till I put a gay red dolly in one hand and a pink candy in the 

other; then the dim eye brightened, the hoarse voice said feebly, "Tanky, lady!" and I left it contentedly 

sucking the sweetie, and trying to see its dear new toy. It can't see another Christmas, and I like to think I 

helped make this one happy, even for a minute… 

A NEW ENGLAND CHRISTMAS, 1911 

By 1911, Christmas in Maine had changed considerably since the days of Martha Ballard. Mrs. A.H. Bowden was a 

68-year-old widow living on the farm her husband left her in Cape Neddick. He had extensive land holdings in 

York. She spent the days leading up to Christmas dressing poultry, doing laundry and redecorating her setting 

room. On Christmas Day she wrote in her diary (with thanks to Cape Neddick, Maine): 

A nice day Wind SW nice day for Chris (Christmas) Moderate And had quite A lot of Presents Went to 

see my sister found her very low Frank Main Chapman Called this Evening So tired I Can’t Write 

mailed A letter to A L Whittle And Wife and Also Adeline Gillchrist 

ROBERT FROST NAILS IT, 1915 

By 1915, Robert Frost captured the nostalgia that was becoming part of Christ-

mas, a yearning for a simpler time. From Franconia, N.H., Frost wrote a letter to a 

friend that included an early version of the poem Christmas Trees. He wrote, 

The city had withdrawn into itself 

And left at last the country to the country, 

When between whirls of snow not come to lie 

And whirls of faded foliage not yet laid 

There drove one day a stranger to my door 

Who did in country-fashion in that there 

He sat and waited till he drew us out, 

A-buttoning coats, to ask him who he was. 

He proed to be the town come back to look 

For something in the country it had left 

And could not do without and keep its Christmas. 

He asked if I would sell my Christmas trees. 

With thanks to the Public Domain Review. This story  about the evolution of New England Christmas was updated in 2017.  

http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/sarah-orne-jewett-captures-households-heroes/
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/louisa-may-alcott-shakes-blues/
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/robert-frost-spends-a-night-of-terror-in-new-hampshire/
https://books.google.com/books?id=vpHzAgAAQBAJ&pg=PA404&dq=robert+frost+1920+letter+christmas&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjPjJbI0e_JAhWHbR4KHd-pAmIQ6AEIJTAA#v=onepage&q=christmas&f=false
http://publicdomainreview.org/collections/diary-days-from-christmas-past/
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/new-england-christmas-dickens.jpg
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/louisa-may-alcott-spinsterhood.jpg
http://www.newenglandhistoricalsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/new-england-christmas-trees.jpg
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Digital Archivist ~~ Oren Simpson 

Digital Equipment Operator ~~ Oren Simp-

son, Bob Finnegan, Frank Klein,  

Librarian/Historian ~~ Suzanne Dibble 

Membership ~~ Dawn Best 

Newsletter Editor ~~ Kathy Nuernberg 

Photographer ~~ LeRoy Goines 

Publicity ~~ Judy Reynolds 

Research ~~ Mary Ann Cole 

Surname Project ~~ Dawn Best 

Preservation Projects ~~ Judy Uelmen 

Webmaster ~~ Kathy Nuernberg 

President ~~ Kathy Nuernberg 

Vice President ~~ Dawn Best 

Treasurer ~~ Oren Simpson 

Secretary ~~ Brenda Lambert-Miller 

ELEC T ED O FF I C ERS  

C O N TA C T  I N F O R M AT I O N  
Website ~~ www.kengensoc.com 

E-mail ~~ KenGenSocPresident@mail.com 

Disclaimer  While we try to avoid errors, the editor does not assume any liability for any part of any loss or damage caused by errors nor 

omissions, whether such errors or omissions result from negligence, accident or any other cause.  This newsletter is the official publication 

of Kenosha County Genealogy Society (KCGS) and reserves all rights.  No articles herein my be reproduced for profit or commercial gain 

without the express written consent of KCGS.  Members wishing to submit articles may e-mail them to : wnt2fsh@gmail.com.  Please put 

“Newsletter” in the subject line.  As space permits, articles will be used, but NO copyrighted articles will be used without permission from the 

author or publisher. 

Members interested in submitting articles may e-mail them to KenGenSocPresident@mail.com. The Southport Editor will deter-

mine if an article will be used in this newsletter. Articles will be used as space permits. NO COPYRIGHTED ARTICLES may be 

submitted without express permission of the author and publisher. Articles should be submitted by the 1st Wednesday of each 

month to be considered for inclusion in that same month. Credit will be given for your article.  

AP P OI NT E D  O F F IC E R S 

 

SOCIETY ABBREVIATIONS 

CAGGNI—Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern 

                 Illinois 

CGS—Chicago Genealogical Society 

ILZGS—Zion Genealogical Society 

ISGS—Illinois State Genealogical Society 

LCIGS —Lake County (IL) Genealogical Society 

MCHS—Milwaukee County Historical Society 

MCIGS—McHenry County Illinois Genealogical Society 

MPAFUG—Milwaukee PAF Users Group 

NSGS—North Suburban Genealogy Society 

NWGS—Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society  

Surname Project 

     To keep the KCGS Surname list current and up to date, 

please remember to submit any additional surnames to 

Dawn Best at the KCGS monthly meetings or via email at:  

dawnb23@mail.com. 
 

     Be sure to check out the surname list on our website at 

www.kengensoc.com. 

Spotlight on Surnames being researched: 

 
CLARK DUVENECK FOX 

GOETLUCK HOFFMANN KLAMM 

LAMBERT MADSEN NUERNBERG 

Christmas Song Trivia 

1) The Grinch is as cuddly as a ______? 

2) It would of been a laugh to see Mommy doing what 

last night? 

3) One foggy Christmas Eve, Santa came to say what? 

4) Good tidings to you, and all of your what? 

5) Who was seated next to me a day or two ago in the 

song Jingle Bells? 

6) Why do I want my two front teeth for Christmas? 

7) What did Frosty The Snowman do when they placed 

the magic hat on his head? 

8) What does Alvin want for Christmas in The Chipmunk 

Song? 

9) On the eleventh day of Christmas, what did my true 

love send to me? 

10) I'm dreaming of a White Christmas with what? 

11) What do Janice and Jen want for Christmas in the 

song It's Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christmas? 

12) What kind of bird has "gone away" in the song Winter 

Wonderland? 

13) How many times does Santa check his list? 

Find out the answers at our Christmas Party! 

http://www.kengensoc.com/
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=44
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=32
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=32
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=49
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=58
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=38
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=4
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=20
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=11
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=11
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=55
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=61
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=71
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=62
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=62
http://xmasfun.com/Lyrics.aspx?ID=52

