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 SOUTHPORT ECHO  
          VOLUME 42 ISSUE 7   SEPTEMBER 2014 

. MEETING TIME / PLACE 

    Second Monday of the month
(No meeting in July or August)
6:00 pm Social                             
6:30 PM Meeting/Program  

 At Gateway Technical College   

        3520 30th Avenue                     
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140 

   Our meeting will take place in 
the Madrigrano Auditorium at 
Gateway Technical College. 

   The Auditorium building is to 
the north and back of the Main 
GTC Building 

   Check our Website Calendar  
for the most up to date location at 
www.kengensoc.com 

 

PROGRAMS:  

Monday,  September 8, 2014 

Tom Mroz will be speaking to us 

on the Family Tree Maker. 
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American Quiz: 
Name one of the rights listed 
in the  Declaration of Inde-

pendence? 
Answer on bottom page 6 

One-on-One Assistant Genealogy Workshop  
at Kenosha Public Library Southwest 

 

 We will have three sessions at the library this 

fall to help others with research  into their family   

history.  These have been successful and lots of fun in 

the past. We will need volunteers for these to assist 

the people that come for help. Wouldn’t you come 

and join us?  

Basic knowledge of genealogy research and 

willingness to help others is all you need. That and a 

laptop computer. Although the library does have one 

or two laptops we can use, we would prefer you bring 

your own if possible.  

The library only has two licenses for ances-

tory.com.  So, if you have a subscription to use it 

could help. The greeter is usually Claudia Schiller but 

she could use help if there is a crowd. Please sign up 

at the meeting for whatever help you may be able to 

give.  You only need to know the basics to help and it 

is a lot of fun. Come join us or you can come and 

shadow one of the regulars to see how easy it is. 

Scheduled sessions are all on Wednesdays; 

September 17, 2014, October 22, 2014 and November 

19, 2014.The sessions are from 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm. 

Volunteers are requested to arrive between 5:30 pm 

and 5:45 pm so to have time to set-up.   

         Kenosha Public Library-Southwest                                         

   7979  38th Avenue   

   Kenosha, WI 53142 
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IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO PLAN YOUR FAMILY REUNION 
Presented By Judy Uelmen  

  

 Family reunions can be great fun for all that at-

tend and informative for the genealogist.  It does take 

a bit of organization.  It depends on the size of family 

reunion and the venue. 

 

Who Would Come:  Start by finding out who in the 

family is interested in having a reunion. Talk to your 

close family members you are usually in contact with, 

such as your siblings, cousins, or aunts and uncles 

Organization committee:  Get a committee together to 

organize the reunion. The number on the committee 

can depend again on the size of your reunion. You 

want to make sure there is enough to handle the vari-

ous jobs.  This can be done face to face, email, or on 

the phone.  Our family likes to eat, so we usually make 

it a lunch at a nearby restaurant.  Who is in 

charge?  Then come up with the different committees, 

such as invitations, venue, set up, food, activities, histo-

rian, photographers, storytelling, and clean up. 

Correspondence:  Send out emails, phone calls, letters 

or cards to the various family members to find out in-

terest on when & where. This could be especially nec-

essary if the family is spread far across the coun-

try.  Include possible dates and locations. Never ex-

pect complete agreement but go with a consensus. Also, you may want to ask for other family 

addresses that you don’t have so you can invite them. 

Booking location:  A location must be found to hold the reunion. Is there a family home or farm 

available for the reunion? If not, maybe a park is available or even a campground if the family 

is into that. You usually have to pay a fee to use their facility. And find out if there is a pavilion 

available. Perhaps you can have canvas to be put up.  Are picnic tables available? Can you 

serve beer or wine? Or does the group prefer a restaurant or hall for the event. This could 

cost more, but not always. 

Food:  Is it purchased or is it bring a dish to past?  Or maybe a combination might work. Perhaps 

the meat and beverages are provided by the group fund and then have the various family 

bring the side dishes. Are the plates, plastic ware, paper goods provided? Or is it bring your 

own utensils and chairs?  Or again if preferred an entirely catered meal. 

Activities:  This is always good to keep the party going.  List on a sheet of paper information on 

several different family members that are not well known. An example would be - Who is a 

twin and name them? Who lived out of the country for a year or more?  Who was in the mili-

tary? This is a great way to get people talking to each other.  This is good the adults as well as 

including the kids. 

 Kids’ Activities:  This is important as children get bored easily. This is a great job for younger 

family members to be in charge. You need someone with a lot of energy to be in charge of the 

kids.  Have sack races, volleyball, painting, baseball, crafts, etc. If on a farm, horse rides or a 

petting area. 
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 Have a water balloon and egg toss.  Charge for the water balloons & eggs to raise money to 

offset the cost of the reunion. 

Pricing: Is there going to be a fee for attending the family reunion for individuals or for a Priz-

es:  These can be donations from the family or purchased or both. Something handmade, a 

family tree or booklet on the family, a mug with the family crest on it to be raffled off.  Be sure 

each child gets a prize.  

Merchandise:   Do you want to have available items related to the family reunion for purchase, 

ordering, or part of the fee?  These items can be t-shirts, hats, mugs, and a booklet of the fam-

ily tree or a book of the family history. These can be put on an order sheet to go out with the 

invitations. Or have them as part of the fee for attending the reunion.  

Whole family? Do you collect the money ahead of time, with no refunds or do you collect as fam-

ily members check in.  Who will bankroll it and later get reimbursed. It is important that you 

set it up to be fair to all and that you don't price people out of attending.  

 

 The easiest and least time consuming is to have the family reunion at a Sunday brunch at 

a hotel with a separate eating area.  Just one or two are needed to do the planning. Each family 

pays a set amount for their own meals.  No set up or clean up!  Have the family historian set up 

their laptop and start the slide show of family pictures.  Put a family tree up so everyone know 

how they fit into the family.  Set out family books for people to look at.  And most important - Be 

sure you take pictures of the event and take an individual picture of each person and family unit. 

 

The larger the event the more need for planning.   Have fun!!! 
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KENOSHA NEWS DOES ARTICLE ON THE  TOMBSTONE PROJECT: 

 We have had success with our project. Volunteers were asked to 

bring digital camera, memory cards, and batteries.  Also a misting bot-

tle with extra water, a non-abrasive scrub brush, a tooth brush, drinking 

water, a cell phone for emergencies, a hat, grass clippers and sun block, 

etc.  Instructions on how-to were offered to new comers. At the end of 

each session the pictures were downloaded to Judy’s laptop for record 

keeping. 

 On Wednesday, June 11, 2014, members of our society gave a 

presentation at the Kenosha Public Library, Southwest Branch asking the 

general public for their help. Our presentation covered our tombstone 

project.  We explain why we are doing it, and how we are doing it. We 

then invited the attendees to join us on our visits to the cemeteries  

 Our volunteers visited Green Ridge Cemetery in June, July and Au-

gust for a total of four different times. It would have been five but we had 

a rain day. Green Ridge Cemetery is about half way done. Sunset Ridge 

Cemetery was visited twice and is about a third way done. Oakwood 

Cemetery was scheduled for four times and is now completed. before 

that will change to another trip to Green Ridge Cemetery. Though par-

ticipation has been thin, we have been able to accomplish quite a bit.  

 On July 25, 2014 while at Green Ridge Cemetery Kenosha News 

photographer and journalist Brian Passino came by to take pictures of 

the volunteers and write an article about the Tombstone Project which 

appeared in the paper on July 28, 2014. It was great press for the Tomb-

stone Project. 

 If the weather holds out we may have more Cemetery visits. If more 

visits are planned it will be announced at the meeting. 
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Websites recommendations: 

http://www.germanimmigrants1850’s.com—names, places and other information available 

http://linkstothepast.com/waukesha/index.php—Waukesha’s indexes 

http://cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/archives/databases/home.html—Illinois archives      

Www.jewishgen.org—Over 6 million individuals on jewish family trees to find. 

Www.mytree.com—307 million individuals listed 

Www.onegreatfamily.com—190 million individual listed 

Www.heredis-online.com—This is a French website of family trees 

Elected Officers 

President ~~ Judy Uelmen    Vice-president ~~ Claudia Schiller    

 Treasurer ~~ Frank Klein                                 Secretary ~~ Mary Ann Cole 

Appointed Officers 

Digital Equipment Operator ~~ Don Kueny        Librarian/Historian ~~ Suzanne Dibble                          

 Sunshine Committee ~~ Claudia Schiller       Surname ~~ Paula Frye            

Webmaster ~~ Jeff Huff                      Publicity~~Judy Reynolds                

Corresponding Secretary ~~ Mary Ann Cole 

Contact Information  

Website ~~ www.kengensoc.com               

Judy Uelmen  (President) ~~ juelm@aol.com                         

Paula Frye (Newsletter Editor) ~~ prfrye@hotmail.com 

 

Sunshine’s  Corner by Claudia        

SPREADING SUNSHINE TO MEMBERS:      

Joyce March is still recovering and 

would like to hear from members. Cards 

can be sent to:                

Joyce March c/o St. Francis Terrace, 

Room 112-1 3200. 2nd street,   Milwau-

kee, WI 53214-4442. 

Slyvia Canada  to give encouragement 

for her daughter’s rehabilitation after 

surgery 

Claudia Schiller and Jeff Huff  have each 

increased their families with new grand-

daughters. 

DisclaimerWhile we try to avoid errors, the editor does not assume any liability for any part of any loss or damage caused by errors nor 

omissions, whether such errors or omissions result from negligence, accident or any other cause. This newsletter is the official publication of 

KCGS and reserves all rights. No articles herein may be reproduced for profit or commercial gain without the express written consent of 

KCGS.  Members wishing to submit articles may e-mail them to: prfrye@hotmail.com . Please put “Newsletter” in the subject line. As space 

permits, articles will be used, but NO copyrighted articles will be used without permission from the author or publisher. 

Surname being Searched~~Contact via 
website at www.kengensoc.com/ for        
further information. 
 
Surname                Researcher No. 
Aiello      1 
Bogart     3 
Chiappetta           22 
Deibert           56 
Dettmer            53 
Gentry    5 
Hollopeter            52 
Kranzusch           63 
Lynch     2 
Rockwell    4 
Rinke             66 
Sculzitti             93 
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NEW NAME FOUND IN  RESEARCH: 
 While doing some French Canadian research found new names:  
 Inconnu d’Margeles—Translation –Unknown d’Margetes 
 Inconnu Nom—Translation—Unknown Name   
           fille de  Claude Mahre--Translation—Daughter of Claude Mahre 
           fin de ligne ---translation—end of line  
           fin de la lignee connue—translation—end of linage known 

Examples of letters of the 17th century found in parish registries by Society of Ge-

nealogists, London, U.K. 

 

American Quiz answer:       The rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

Let us know when finding unusual pieces of information that others may be interested in. 


