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THE "GHOST" STATE OF JEFFERSON

All You Need to Know About the State You Didn't Know About
AncentralFindings.com

Did you know there is a
“ghost” 51st state in Amer-
ica? There is, and there
has been since 1941. Lo-
cated in the rural areas of
northern California and
southern Oregon, the state
is called Jefferson, after
the famous author of the
Declaration of Independ-
ence and 3rd president of
the United States. Jeffer-
son comprises four coun-
ties from Oregon and three
counties from California,
and encompasses an area
just slightly smaller than
the state of West Virginia.
Lest you think Jefferson
isn’t real just because it
hasn’t been officially de-
clared a state yet, it is im-
portant to know this ghost
state already has its own flag and seal, and once even had its own gover-
nor. The people who live in the area of Jefferson are serious about it.

The State of Jefferson
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The idea for the state of Jefferson shouldn’t come as a surprise to anyone.
California and Oregon are both large states, and people in the rural areas

of these states have long felt like their interests weren’t taken seriously or
given enough representation in the state governments. Because the coun-
ties of Jefferson border each other across the California and Oregon state

lines, these counties have much in common with each other, and the resi-
dents believe they would create a state that gave its residents what they

need in a much better way than they are currently being served.

Back in 1941, the idea for Jefferson had so much support that young men
from the counties that comprised the proposed state would gather weap-
ons and patrol the “state’s” borders on a weekly basis. They would stop
anyone attempting to drive into Jefferson and hand out literature, while

declaring their intent to secede from Oregon and California as an independ

(Con’t Page 2)
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ent state every Thursday until Jefferson was made a
reality. The movement to make Jefferson a state had
support in both the California and Oregon state gov-
ernments, and a governor was elected in preparation

for Jefferson being given official state status.

However, just as the vote on making Jefferson a state
was about to take place, the assault on Pearl Harbor
happened, and plans for Jefferson were scrapped so
residents of all states in the United States could focus
on the nation’s participation in WWII. This does not

mean the idea for Jefferson was forgotten, though.

After the war, many attempts were made to garner in-
terest in forming the state again. These efforts are still
ongoing, with the most serious movement so far begin-
ning in 2013. This time, the movement is almost en-
tirely based in the northern counties of California,
since they feel disenfranchised by the rest of the state.
The original southern counties of Oregon that were
originally part of the proposed state have not ex-
pressed interest in joining the movement this time.
However, 11 counties (as opposed to the original 4) in
northern California have sent their declarations of in-
tent to secede to the California state legislature, and
to form the state of Jefferson.

We may see a state of Jefferson yet. With 11 counties
declaring for Jefferson, supporters only need one more
county to declare to get it on the next California ballot.
Supporters are confident they will get that one more
county they need, and currently have plans to put the
secession of the northern counties of California on the
ballot during the presidential election of 2016. There
may be one more star on our nation’s flag along with

our new president.
UPDATE: JUNE 15, 2018: MOTION TO DISMISS

Friday, June 1st at 10:00 am, is the scheduled date
for hearing the case of Citizens for Fair Representation
(CFR) v California Secretary of State Alex Padilla, for
Lack of Representation and Dilution of Vote. This hear-
ing is scheduled in response to the CFR's legal team
filing a motion requesting the court convene a Three-
Judge Court. This is our day in Federal Court to de-
mand our case be heard before a 3-Judge Court,
which, should this be granted by the Honorable Judge
Mueller, we will get our path to the U.S. Supreme
Court.

As of June 23, no new information has been posted
regarding the Motion to Dismiss.

The Real Truth Behind
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One of the first things a lot of beginning genealogists
want to explore is their family crest or coat of arms. It
is a mistaken belief among beginners that every fam-
ily has one of these somewhere in their ancient histo-
ry, and newcomers to the genealogical field naturally
want to celebrate their family by bringing their coat of
arms back to life. This is a wonderful ambition, and if
your family truly does have a coat of arms or crest

that you are entitled to use, you should learn about it

and display it proudly.

However, actually having a coat of arms or family
crest is much rarer than you might imagine. Having
the hereditary right to use it is even rarer. While there
are many companies out there that are willing to sell
you all kinds of merchandise with your supposed
“family crest” on it, the vast majority of these compa-
nies are not engaged in legitimate genealogical re-
search. The coat of arms or crest you get may or may
not belong to your family (and it might be made up
completely by the company selling it to you), or you
may not have the hereditary right to use it. If you real-
ly want to know something about heraldry (the art of
studying coats of arms and crests) and how it applies

to your family, read on. It’s a fascinating tale.

What is a Coat of Arms?

Historically speaking, a coat of arms is a design on
the shield of a medieval knight. The design was
unique to an individual. Sometimes, the individual
only had rights to the coat of arms during his lifetime.
Other times, he was allowed to pass it down to his
descendants, and it became the family coat of arms.
As time went on, some nations and even corpora-
tions adopted their own coats of arms. The symbols
on a coat of arms are meant to represent the
achievements of the person, state, or corporation to
whom or which the arms were granted.

The first documented use of coats of arms in medie-
val times is on the Bayeux Tapestry, which dates
from the 11th century A.D. and chronicles the Nor-
man invasion of England. Some of the knights on the
tapestry are seen holding shields with heraldic insig-
nia on them, usually painted crosses (these were the
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earliest and most basic types of coats of arms).

The use of coats of arms became pretty common by the
12th century and was used by many knights and minor
feudal lords who went into battle. Within another centu-
ry, families were using coats of arms (usually ones
granted to an ancestor a century before) as the family
logo, and sewed these arms onto flags that flew above
their castles and manors. Only the highest classes of
people in medieval Europe used coats of arms, as they
were the only one with ancestors distinguished enough
to have been granted them by the kings of the time.
Once a family started using a coat of arms, it was
passed down through the generations, from one to the

other, even down to the present day.

Who Had the Right to Use Coats of Arms in Medieval
Times?

An individual had to be granted a coat of arms by a rul-
ing monarch to be able to legally use it. After that, the
laws or customs governing who had the right to use
them varied by country. In most of Europe, only the aris-
tocracy could use them. In the Germanic countries, both
aristocrats and free citizens who weren’t noble, but who
had distinguishing accomplishments, could be granted
them and use them.

In England and Scotland, only the person who was origi-
nally granted the coat of arms could use it as it was.
While coats of arms were made hereditary in England by
King Richard | in the 13th century during the first Cru-
sades, each generation had to change the coat of arms
slightly to distinguish it from the generation prior. Wom-
en were also allowed to bear their own coat of arms, as
long as it incorporated unique designs along with the
main family design so that the arms distinguished them
as female bearers of the arms.

Eventually, churches and towns were granted the right
to use coats of arms to identify themselves. Universities
and some companies that had royal charters were also
given coats of arms, which became the prototypes of

the modern corporate logo.

The Legal Use of Coats of Arms Today

Throughout the centuries, the use of coats of arms was
governed mainly by custom, though a few places, main-
ly England, did have governmental regulations regarding
their use. Today, the use of coats of arms is more close-
ly regulated, as many of them have been trademarked.
The owners of those trademarks, be they families or
organizations, are the ones who have the legal right to
say how their arms can be used. England and Scotland

have heraldic authorities which grant and regulate the
use of coats of arms. Sometimes, these authorities
grant new arms to new individuals, families, or organi-
zations, even into the present day. A coat of arms
doesn’t necessarily have to be ancient to be legitimate

in England and Scotland.

What is the Difference Between a Coat of Arms and a
Family Crest?

The family crest is part of the overall coat of arms. It is
the three-dimensional object at the top of the
arms...the top of something is often referred to as a
crest, such as the crest of a wave on the ocean, or the
crest of a mountain or building. The crest is an im-
portant identifier for what the person who originally
received the arms did to receive it and has often been
used on its own as a smaller family logo over the cen-
turies, without the full arms beneath it. As centuries
passed, the original meaning of the crest was often
forgotten, and it simply became an identifying symbol
for a family of high rank or nobility.

Laws Regarding Coats of Arms in Use Today

Most European countries adopted the use of coats of
arms over the centuries in the Middle Ages. Today,
nearly anyone can claim the use of those arms, except
in cases where they are trademarked, as most Europe-
an countries no longer regulate their use (and some
countries, like Italy, do not recognize them at all, leav-
ing anyone free to adopt a coat of arms as their own).
In the United Kingdom, however, it is different. There
are still laws there governing the use of coats of arms
that must be followed by anyone in any part of the
world who wishes to use them.

The most important thing to remember about coats of
arms in the United Kingdom is that there is no such
thing as a coat of arms that is granted to a surname.
They are granted to individuals only. To legally use the
arms, a person must be the person to whom the arms
were originally granted or a direct male-line descend-
ant (in a legitimate line of descent...no illegitimate
lines are eligible for use of the arms) of that person.

The College of Arms in the United Kingdom can make
new grants of arms even today. To be granted a new
coat of arms for you or your family, you must submit a
formal request to the College of Arms directly. This
applies to individuals, corporations, and private organ-
izations.

Americans who can prove a direct legjitimate descent
from a subject of the British Crown during a period of
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British rule (such as Americans with ancestors in America
when it was still a British colony, pre-Revolutionary War)
can petition the College of Arms for an Honorary Arms
that will be granted to one person. That person then has
the right to pass down the arms through the legitimate
male line of their family. This rule of legitimate male-line
descent is why some people with the same surname have
the legal right to use a coat of arms in the UK, and others

with the same surname do not.

The Parts of a Coat of Arms

A real coat of arms is divided into several parts. Each part
tells you something about the individual, family, corpora-
tion, or organization to which it was granted. The parts of
a coat of arms are:

e The Motto: This is the motto of the person or entity
who owns the arms. It can be anything they want to say
that they feel represents them and/or their group or fami-
ly. The motto may or may not be placed on a design of

some sort, and it is located at the very top of the arms.

e The Crest: Located directly under the motto, this is a
three-dimensional symbol of some kind that identifies an
achievement of the owner of the arms.

e The Shield Elements: Since arms were originally paint-
ed on shields, the shield is now a basic part of any coat of
arms. It is a miniature representation of what the original
shield looked like (or would have looked like if the person
or entity who was granted the arms ever went into battle).
There may be several different designs on the shield, and
their placement and colors tell a story about the origin of
the arms.

Supporters: These are usually two animals or people that
stand on either side of the shield, supporting it. The ani-
mals or people used as supporters also tell part of the
story of the origin of the arms.

Companies That Sell Coats of Arms and Family Crests To-
day

Nothing stops you from designing your own coat of arms
and/or family crest. Just know that it is not a hereditary
one and has no official or ancestral meaning. You can
make one for yourself or your family and use it as a logo.
Many companies online will help you design your own. It is
the companies that sell you what they tell you is your offi-
cial family coat of arms based on your surname that are

not to be trusted.

As you have seen, only a certain few individuals are legal-
ly entitled to use an ancient and hereditary coat of arms.
Companies that sell you merchandise with your supposed
coat of arms on it are either using the coat of arms of a

family with your same surname (and which you have
no legal or hereditary right to use), or they are making
one up for you and not telling you. They use all of the
right parts of a real coat of arms, but the arms they
are making for you are new, with no ancestral mean-
ing to your family at all. Many companies have made
a lot of money with this deception over the past sever-
al decades, as a renewed interest in heraldry began
after WWII.

While there is nothing wrong with designing your own
coat of arms for your family, it is unlikely you will dis-
cover you are entitled to use an ancient and estab-
lished on that has been handed down for centuries
through the same family. Your family might actually
have a legitimate ancient coat of arms, but your
branch probably doesn’t hold the right to use it. Only
in a very few, exceptional cases will you find you be-
long to a line that does have the right to use an an-
cient coat of arms. If you do, display them proudly,
because they are part of a rich and lengthy heritage

few can claim or prove.

Heraldry is a real art. There are organizations in the
United Kingdom and other European countries that
can help you interpret the meaning on a legitimate
coat of arms if you discover one in your family. Even if
you don’t have the right to use it, it is still interesting
to know the meaning behind the arms your ancestors
used. If you decide to buy a coat of arms from an
online company (or offline company), just know it will
likely be a new coat of arms and not something an-

cient and legitimate.

It doesn’t mean you can’t start using it as part of a
new family tradition, though. By all means, start your
own coat of arms now and pass it down through your
family. Just be sure you record where and how the
arms were started, and what the symbols you chose
to put in it mean, so future generations will know how
your family got its coat of arms.

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 7, 2018 MCIGS, 8:00am—is sponsoring an all-day
Summer Conference for genealogists and family his-
torians on Saturday, July 7, 2018. The event will take
place at McHenry County College Conference Center,
8900 Route 14, Crystal Lake, lllinois. The conference
is ideal for all genealogists and family historians, no
matter whether you are a beginning researcher or
have been searching for years. There will be fabulous
door prizes and a number of vendors attending with
their society information, book sellers and others. For
more information, contact the society at

mcigs@mpcigs.org or telephone 815-687-0436.
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July 10, 2018 ISGS, WEBINAR, 8:00pm — “Museums Have Rec-
ords, Too! Locating Your Ancestors Behind Closed Doors”. To reg-
ister, visit http;//www.ilgensoc.org

July 11, 2018 MPAFUG, 7:00pm — TOPICS: “US GenWeb a Great
FREE Genealogy Research Site” by Bob Tatalovich and
“Genealogy Book Research on the Internet: The untapped re-
source” by Bob Heck at Klemmer’s Banquet Center, 10401 W.
Oklahoma Avenue, Milwaukee, WI. For additional information,
visit http;//www.mpafug.org.

June 11th General Meeting — Mary Todd Lincoln

"I'd like to commend you or whomever requisitioned the lady that
came to the June meeting and gave us 45 wonderful minutes
with Mary Todd Lincoln and her life with Abe. | believe we were
all riveted to our seats as she was beautifully dressed in period
clothing and the way she went about depicting each period of
their lives was amazing.

| understand she does other ladies and I'd like to see more of
what she does. ..”

Thank you, Joan Murphy (one of our newer members)! Your wish
is granted. Jessica Michna, as Cordelia Perine Harvey, will visit
us April 8, 2019.

Cordelia Harvey was the wife of the 7th governor of Wisconsin, a
philanthropist, nurse, and teacher who organized relief for Wis-
consin soldiers and their children during and after the Civil War.
She was called Wisconsin’s Florence Nightingale as a result of
her humanitarian work.

Surname Project

To keep the KCGS Surname list current and up to date,
please remember to submit any additional surnames to
Dawn Jurgens at the KCGS monthly meetings or via email
at: dawnj23@mail.com.

Be sure to check out the surname list on our website at
www.kengensoc.com.

Spotlight on Surnames being researched:

Cantrell Green Hannes
Hoefling Matalas Noxon
Scott Skinner Sumner
Tjader

ELECTED OFFICERS

President ~~ Kathy Nuernberg

Vice President ~~ Dawn Jurgens
Treasurer ~~ Oren Simpson
Secretary ~~ Brenda Lambert-Miller

APPOINTED OFFICERS

Digital Archivist ~~ Oren Simpson

Digital Equipment Operator ~~ Frank Klein,
Bob Finnegan, Oren Simpson

Librarian/Historian ~~ Suzanne Dibble

Membership ~~ Dawn Jurgens

Newsletter Editor ~~ Kathy Nuernberg

Photographer ~~ LeRoy Goines

Publicity ~~ Judy Reynolds

Research ~~ Mary Ann Cole

Surname Project ~~ Dawn Jurgens

Preservation Projects ~~ Judy Uelmen

Webmaster ~~ Kathy Nuernberg

CONTACT INFORMATION

Website ~~ www.kengensoc.com
E-mail ~~ KenGenSocPresident@mail.com

SOCIETY ABBREVIATIONS

CAGGNI—Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern
lllinois

CGS—Chicago Genealogical Society

ILZGS—Zion Genealogical Society

ISGS—lllinois State Genealogical Society

LCIGS —Lake County (IL) Genealogical Society
MCHS—Milwaukee County Historical Society
MCIGS—McHenry County lIllinois Genealogical Society
MPAFUG—Milwaukee PAF Users Group

NSGS—North Suburban Genealogy Society
NWGS—Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society

Members interested in submitting articles may e-mail them to KenGenSocPresident@mail.com. The Southport Editor will deter-

mine if an article will be used in this newsletter. Articles will be used as space permits. NO COPYRIGHTED ARTICLES may be

submitted without express permission of the author and publisher. Articles should be submitted by the 1st Wednesday of each

month to be considered for inclusion in that same month. Credit will be given for your article.

Disclaimer While we try to avoid errors, the editor does not assume any liability for any part of any loss or damage caused by errors nor
omissions, whether such errors or omissions result from negligence, accident or any other cause. This newsletter is the official publication
of Kenosha County Genealogy Society (KCGS) and reserves all rights. No articles herein my be reproduced for profit or commercial gain

without the express written consent of KCGS. Members wishing to submit articles may e-mail them to : wnt2fsh@gmail.com. Please put

“Newsletter” in the subject line. As space permits, articles will be used, but NO copyrighted articles will be used without permission from the

author or publisher.
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